
 

Dear Parents and Students, 

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I welcome you to the 2020-2021 school year!  

Throughout the spring and summer, our Safety Committee has worked tirelessly to develop a thorough 

reopening plan that creates a safe, sanitary and welcoming environment for our students as they return to school. 

The Middle School custodial and clerical staff have been diligently working all summer to prepare the building for 

the safe arrival of our students and staff, while teachers have been busy preparing their classrooms and planning 

for a fun, engaging and memorable school year.  The safety and social-emotional well-being of our students have 

been a driving force throughout the reopening process.  The entire school community is excited for the return of 

our students and we hope that you share our enthusiasm!  

The 2020-2021 school year will present unprecedented circumstances that will challenge our entire school 

community.  I am confident that our staff, students and parents will rise to the occasion and grow stronger from 

our shared experiences.  We are a team, and as a team, I assure you that our students will continue to grow, 

develop and learn in an educational setting that maintains the high expectations of the East Moriches community.  

A summary of important upcoming dates and information pertinent to the Middle School can be found at 

the end of this letter. In addition, please note the following: 

● The first day of school for all Middle School students will be Wednesday, September 9th, 2020.  The 

school day will run from 8:25 a.m. to 2:57 p.m.  

● Information will be provided throughout the school year using a variety of platforms including the 

district’s website (www.emoschools.org), Twitter (@EMorichesMS), email correspondence from the Main 

Office email account, and Remind messaging.  Information pertaining to the district’s reopening plan can 

also be found on the district’s website under the School Reopening tab.  

● Student schedules for the 2020-2021 school year can be accessed through the PowerSchool Parent Portal 

found on the district’s website beginning at 12:00 pm on Friday, September 4th. Each schedule will 

indicate In-Person or Remote at the top.  

If you have any questions or would like to make any general inquiries, please contact the Middle School 

Main Office.  Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing our students on September 9th!  

Sincerely, 

 

William Holl 

Middle School Principal 

 

 
 

http://www.emoschools.org/


Important Dates 
Remote Learning Orientation - 09/08/20 
First day of school for students - 09/09/20 
End of Quarter 1 - 11/13/20 
End of Quarter 2 - 01/22/21 
End of Quarter 3 - 04/09/21 
End of Quarter 4 - 06/18/21 
 
School Hours 
Our school hours will remain 8:25 a.m. to 2:57 p.m. Please make every effort to ensure that your child arrives on                     
time every day. If a child is absent from school, the law requires a written and signed excuse for every absence.                     
This excuse must be brought into school on the date of his/her return to school. We ask that parents call the                     
school to inform us of student absences. If students are ill, documentation from a healthcare provider will be                  
necessary in order to return to school. 
 
Parent Drop-Off 
Parent drop-off will begin at 8:15 am. We are asking parents to follow the map directions below so they are facing                     
north on Adelaide Avenue (towards Montauk Highway) when they drop their children off. This will allow students                 
to exit the vehicles on the east side of Adelaide Avenue and onto the sidewalk. Students will be temperature                   
checked as they approach the school building. 

 
 
From Montauk Highway: 

● Turn onto Atlantic Avenue heading south 
● Make a right turn onto Montauk Avenue  
● Make a right turn onto Adelaide Avenue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buses 
All students in the in-person setting, including those of parents who volunteered to transport, have been assigned                 
a bus seat and route. Due to capacity restrictions, students may only have one bus stop for AM/PM and will not be                      
permitted to take different buses home. Facemasks will be required for transportation services, and students will                
be assigned two to a seat. Riding the school bus is a privilege, inappropriate conduct or failure to follow safety                    
precautions on the bus can result in suspension of bus privileges. Please review all bus regulations found in the                   
Parent-Student Handbook with your children prior to the start of school. As students exit the buses, they will be                   
temperature checked before entering the building. 
 
Food Services 
EMUFSD will use a cashless system in the cafeteria, parents can prepay for meals through MySchoolBucks or by                  
sending a check to the main office. MySchoolBucks will allow you to view recent purchases, check balances, set-up                  
low balance alerts, and more. To register for a free account, go to www.MySchoolBucks.com or download the                 
mobile app. Students and Parents will need to pre-order meals using the form found on the district’s website.                  
Meals will be available for students who are enrolled in a remote learning model through curbside pickup at 10                   
a.m. at the middle school entrance.  
 
 

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/


Parent Pick-Up 
Parent pick-up will take place during bus dismissal. Parent pick-up directions will be the same as parent drop-off.                  
Students will exit the building and enter the vehicles from the sidewalk on the east side of Adelaide Avenue.  
 
 
Safety 
The highest priority a school provides to a community is safety. In addition to our long standing safety protocols,                   
an unarmed security guard will be present to assist with the updated procedures.  

*For additional information, we encourage you to visit our website www.emoschools.org * 
 

 

East Moriches Middle School 

Summary of COVID-19 Protocols  
 

The East Moriches School District is committed to schools that are safe, secure, and orderly environments. New 
York State has published a guidance document to permit in-person instruction, and below is a brief summary of 

the protocols our district will be following to help protect against the spread of COVID-19 during this time.  
 

Cleaning/Disinfection 
Cleaning and disinfection protocols have been reviewed to ensure requirements from the CDC and NYSDOH are                
met and exceeded. All classrooms have been thoroughly prepared for our in-person instructional program. Daily               
cleaning of the classroom will continue, and will include an increased wipe down schedule to address frequently                 
touched surfaces throughout the school day.  

Hygiene Education 
Proper hand hygiene, respiratory hygiene, and cough/sneeze coverings will be reinforced among all students and               
staff. Signage will also be posted in both buildings reminding students and staff about proper hygiene. Hand                 
sanitizer stations will be added in convenient/high traffic locations such as near high touch surfaces,               
entrances/exits, and where handwashing is not feasible. Students will be encouraged to bring in individual water                
bottles to use throughout the day. 

Face Coverings 
All individuals are required to wear acceptable face coverings, unless they have a documented intolerance. Face                
coverings may be removed during meals, and short breaks provided by their teachers as long as appropriate social                  
distancing is maintained. Face shields may be substituted to provide therapies that require visualization of the                
movement of lips/mouth. All individuals must be prepared to put on a face covering if another person                 
unexpectedly cannot socially distance, therefore face coverings are required in all common areas including              
entrances/exits and buses.  

Social Distancing 
It will be our goal to maintain at least 6 feet of distance between individuals, unless safety or core function of the                      
activity requires shorter distance. Distancing of at least 12 feet will be organized when participating in activities                 
that require projecting voice, wind instruments, or aerobic activity resulting in heavy breathing. Building spaces               
have been reconfigured so that individuals can be socially distanced, not sharing workstations, desks, tables or                
other shared surfaces without cleaning and disinfection between. Student and staff grouping (cohorts) will remain               
as static as possible by having the same group of students remain with the same staff for the duration of the day.  

Sharing of Items 
Student belongings will be kept separate from others in the classroom and each child can have individually labeled                  
containers that can be taken home for cleaning as necessary. Adequate supplies will be provided to minimize                 
sharing of high-touch materials to the extent possible. Sharing of electronic devices, books, games, and individual                
items will be discouraged.  

http://www.emoschools.org/


Food Services 
EMUFSD will continue to provide school meals to students in compliance with the Child Nutrition Program. A                 
cashless system will be utilized in the cafeteria, parents can prepay for meals through MySchoolBucks or by                 
sending a check to the main office. Preparation of meals will be safe and sanitary, served in sealed bags, and                    
remain contained until opened by the student. Meals will be available for students who are enrolled in the remote                   
learning setting through curbside pickup at the middle school at 10am. 

Staff/Students Symptom Screening 
Staff members are instructed to stay home if sick, and parents are required to keep sick students home. Prior to                    
entering the building each day, individuals will be subject to daily temperature checks and required to report if                  
they have experienced symptoms, tested positive for, or have been in close contact with a person who tested                  
positive for COVID-19 within the last 14 days. Parents are strongly encouraged to immediately disclose if and when                  
their student begins to experience symptoms. The threshold for fever and minimum time out of school will be                  
determined based on the most current CDC guidelines. Any individual who screens positive for any of the                 
symptoms related to COVID-19 must not be allowed to enter the school and immediately sent home with                 
instructions to contact their health care provider. If students are suspected of having symptoms, teachers may ask                 
the nurse to complete additional screenings during the day. All individuals are required to quarantine after                
international travel and/or travel within designated states with widespread community transmission. 

Caring for Sick Individuals 
Caring will take place for a student, faculty, or staff member who develops symptoms related to COVID-19 during                  
the school day. Multiple safe locations, separate from others, have been designated in the elementary school and                 
middle school. Individuals who might become sick during the school day, would be immediately transferred to one                 
of these dedicated safe areas. Symptomatic individuals will remain cared for and supervised in this area by a staff                   
member who is physically distanced, and parents or guardians will be notified for immediate pickup. Rooms                
utilized as safe separation areas are required to follow up-to-date protocols regarding cleaning and disinfection. 

Return to School Requirements 
In order for an individual who was screened positive for symptoms to return to school, documentation from a                  
health care provider following an evaluation in order to return to the in-person learning environment at school.                 
The documentation must indicate either: (1) Clearance to return to in-person setting; or (2) Negative COVID-19                
diagnostic test result and symptom resolution; or (3) Positive COVID-19 diagnostic test result and release from                
isolation. If students attend school in-person, the remote learning option is available to them at home while they                  
are awaiting test results or completing a necessary quarantine. As standard procedure, nurses will hard screen                
students returning to school and check their temperature upon entry and a second time after four hours. 

COVID-19 Cases 
Any individual who screens positive for any of the criteria will be prohibited from entering the bus/school and will                   
be instructed to contact their health care provider for assessment. The state and local health department will be                  
notified immediately of any confirmed case of COVID-19, and notification will be made to parents while                
maintaining confidentiality required by state and federal law and regulations. Parents should prepare and have a                
child care plan ready for a temporary closure in the event of a positive case as per CDC recommendations.  

Contact Tracing 
New York State has partnered with Bloomberg Philanthropies, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
and Vital Strategies to create the  New York State Contact Tracing Program. EMUFSD will support local health 
departments in tracing all contacts of the individual, in accordance with the protocols, training, and tools provided 
in the NYS Contact Tracing Program. Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 should contact their school nurse 
immediately, who will be responsible for subsequent communication. All positive cases of COVID-19 will be 
reported to the local health department, and notifications will be made to parents and staff members in an 
anonymous way if a case of COVID-19 is discovered. 
 
School Closure 
In the event that schools are required to close again, 24 hours will be established before initiating the full remote                    
learning model. At the start of the year all students will be invited to join a Google Classroom with their homeroom                     
teachers. These Google Classrooms may be used during the hybrid model, however will be the structure utilized                 
for remote learning model. After 24 hours from the beginning of school closure, students will follow the typical                  

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing


daily schedule with their teachers, and direct instruction would take place through screen sharing. Staff will be                 
available to engage students in meaningful learning activities and respond tp student and parent  

 

*These protocols are subject to change pending updated guidance from New York State. For more detailed 

information and a complete list of protocols, please refer to our 2021 Reopening Plan posted on our website.* 


